Statement of Rationale for Parent Volunteer Hours

In 1997 the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB) wrote a document entitled “Renewing the Vision of Youth Ministry.”  (RTV)  The document states that one of the goals of youth ministry is “To draw young people to responsible participation in the life, mission, and work of the Catholic faith community.”  The document goes on to explain that “no one strategy, activity, or program is adequate to the task of promoting the goals for ministry with adolescents and that families, parishes, and schools cannot work in isolation if the Church is to realize its goals.”  The RTV document proposes that a comprehensive approach to youth ministry be taken explaining that it “is not a single program or recipe for ministry.  Rather, it provides a way for integrating ministry with adolescents and their families into the total life and mission of the Church, recognizing that the whole community is responsible for this ministry.”  More recently, Pope Benedict XVI wrote that “in pastoral work it is always important to make Christian families part of the process of initiation.  Receiving Baptism, Confirmation, and First Holy Communion are key moments not only for the individual receiving them but also for the entire family, which should be supported in its educational role by the various elements of the ecclesial community.”

With that in mind, and in an effort to better support families in fostering the total personal and spiritual growth of your child, we are requiring families to provide food for 10 people 2 – 4 times during the school year.  A calendar of what dates your family is responsible for will be included in your student’s packet on the evening of orientation.    If, for various reasons, you are unable to participate in this event, we have two alternatives for you.  The first is that you may have your requirement waived by paying a fee of $50 which we will use to purchase food the nights you would be assigned.  The second is that you would arrange with Deanna or Stephanie in the faith formation office to volunteer your time in an alternative way for the High School Youth Ministry program.  In addition, we are mandating that parents attend 3 - 5 sessions (depending on if your child is in Pre-Confirmation or Confirmation) per year that are also listed on the contract that parents receive at orientation.  You may also find those dates in your students packet and on our youth website.  (www.goodshepherdyouth.net)  Just go to the website and then click on the links for your students classes, either Pre-Confirmation or Confirmation.  


If you ever have questions regarding the volunteer hours, please feel free to contact Pat Clasby at 858-271-4128 or e-mail him at PCLASBY@san.rr.com.  Thank you.

