Good Shepherd 

High School Pre-Confirmation 

Information and Requirements

1. All youth will need a minimum of one year in high school faith formation before proceeding to immediate preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Currently, the earliest a young person can be confirmed at Good Shepherd is during the sophomore year of high school.  Youth who are confirmed in their sophomore year have already completed at least one year of High School Faith Formation.

2. Most youth in the parish start the two-year confirmation program during their freshman or 9th grade year.  However, due to various circumstances, some young people are unable to start the process during their first year of high school.  Therefore, there will be a few 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students mixed in with the 9th grade group on Tuesday nights.

3. Classes will meet on Tuesday nights from 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  All classes will start in large group in the parish hall.  Through out the evening, the class will break into small groups of not more than ten to work on the material for the night.  Small groups will be led by Adult facilitators who will be going through monthly prep courses to learn what they will need to do to lead their groups.  Jr. facilitators will assist the adult facilitators.  As the class wraps up, the group will come back together in a large group setting for final presentations and night prayer.

4. Youth will not be allowed to miss more than three classes during the year.  Youth missing more than three classes will need to take the year over again in order to fully prepare to enter into immediate preparation of the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

a. Please note the enclosed calendar of events for the year.  The following are some items to take note of:

i. Youth will be invited to participate, but not required to participate, in monthly youth gatherings.  The events are listed in a second calendar marked “Good Shepherd High School Youth Events 2011 – 2012 School Year.”  In addition, other events may come up during the year.  We will attempt to give as much notice as possible for these events.

1. The exception to not being required to participate is that all students must participate in at least one of the Justice and Service events that are offered.

ii. Any off site event will require parents to sign a medical release form.

iii. All youth will be required to:

1. Attend the Pre-Confirmation retreat October 28 - 30, 2011
a. Please be watching for a letter home to parents that will have more information on the retreat.

b. The cost of the retreat will be $175 and we will have a $15 discount for those who register by Thur. Oct. 6th.  Registration cutoff will be Wed. Oct. 19th, 2011.  
c. Those youth who are in the Mira Mesa Band and have a competition that weekend will need to make up the retreat by attending the diocesan retreat scheduled for December 9 – 11, 2011 or Mar. 2 – 4, 2012.  

2. Complete one of the Justice and Service projects offered throughout the year.  

a. Completion of the Justice and Service project is due by Tue. Apr. 17, 2012.  We will be keeping track of students participation in our events this year.  On the March 6th class we will let students know if they have not completed their project yet.

b. Students who have not completed their Justice and service project by Mar. 20, 2012 will have to show proof that they are involved in an upcoming project or they will automatically be signed up to participate in our Bowling 4 Cans event.  Participants in the Bowling 4 Cans event are expected to raise 30 cans of food as well as $150.  

c. Students who have not completed their justice and service project will not be allowed to start Confirmation the following year until this requirement has been satisfied.   

5. At least one parent is required to attend three meetings during the year.  Students whose parents fail to attend the five meetings may be delayed in the two-year process towards the Sacrament of Confirmation.  The meetings are as follows:

a. Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011 – Orientation (Parents and Youth)

b. Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2011 – Retreat reunion and Prayer Service (Parents and Youth)

c. #Tuesday, Jan. 24, 2012 – Praying with my Headphones – Anna Scally from Cornerstone Media  (Parents)
#  Please take note that it is preferable that both parents attend this evening’s presentation.  Also, youth will not be allowed to attend this presentation.  It is for parents only.
