Good Shepherd Requirements 

for the 

Sacrament of Confirmation

2011/2012 School Year

1.  Youth will have completed a minimum of one year of High School Faith formation 

prior to entering the process for Confirmation.

2.  Youth will at least be starting their sophomore year of High School as they begin the process for Confirmation.

3.  It is mandatory that youth attend Confirmation classes in preparation for the sacrament.  Candidates may not miss any more than three classes during the preparation for Confirmation.  

4.  A parent and candidate must attend the orientation for Confirmation, which is offered in the fall.  If they fail to attend this session, it is their responsibility to contact the C.Y.M. to attempt a makeup.  Until orientation is made up, candidate is not allowed into immediate preparation for the Sacrament.

5.  Candidates must be Baptized and in a state of Grace.  

6.  Candidates will be interviewed at some point throughout the year.  The interview is a way that our staff members here at the parish can accomplish the following goals


A.  Get to know some of the individual candidates on a personal basis.


B.  To help candidates discern whether they have the desire to be a disciple of 


Jesus.


C.  To help the candidate begin to look at the obstacles that might stand in the 


way on their journey to becoming true disciples of Christ.


D.  To answer questions candidates may have as they begin their journey towards 


the Sacrament of Confirmation.

E.  This will be a time for staff member to evaluate students movie essays and 


share insights gleamed from candidates papers.

F.  Candidates and staff members will discuss course work covered during the 


year including:  what is Confirmation, the Nicene Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 


how we are called to share our gifts with others.

G.  Candidates will be questioned on their desire to be a disciple of Christ, their 


desire to be a full member of the Catholic Church, and therefore their desire 


to be Confirmed. 

7.  Each Candidate will have one sponsor who is:


A.  Over the age of 16, sufficiently mature for the responsibility  



B.  Already Catholic and Confirmed, has already received first Eucharist and is 


leading a life in harmony with the faith and the role to be undertaken;


C.  Not a parent of the candidate; 


D.  Not be prohibited by canon law from exercising the role of sponsor.


E.  Candidates may only have one sponsor and the sponsor should be chosen with 


the knowledge that they are expected to be at the celebration of the Sacrament as 

well as any other events required of them during the immediate preparation period. 

F.  Sponsors need to be determined by Sun. Jan. 22, 2012.

8.  Candidates are required to attend the Confirmation Retreat on Feb. 10 - 12, 2012 at Whispering Winds Retreat and Conference Center in Julian.  Following the retreat there will be a Closing Mass at the parish.  Parents and Sponsors are expected to attend the closing Mass.

9.  Candidates, Parents and Sponsors are required to attend the Rite of Blessing Mass at which Candidates are introduced to the parish on Sun. Mar. 11, 2012 at 3:00 p.m.

10.  Candidates and Parents are required to attend the Praise & Worship Concert occurring on Sun. March 4th, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the Church.  Parents are required to attend a parent only session on Tue. Jan. 24th, 2012 @ 6:30 p.m. in the Church.  
11.  Candidates are required to do a Justice and Service project.  Justice and Service Projects are due into the CYM's hands by Sun. April 22nd, 2012.  Anyone not having completed the project by this time will not be allowed to continue the process. Youth are required to participate in one of the projects offered during the year through our youth ministry program.  Do not wait until the last minute to sign up – you will miss out and have to wait until next year to be confirmed.  Youth not signed up by March 18th for their project will automatically be signed up for the Bowling 4 Cans project which takes place on Sat. Apr. 21st.  Participants in that project are asked to raise $150 and 30 cans of food.  
12.  Candidates will be given a readiness assessment in which they will need to have a score of 75% in order to be confirmed.  This assessment will be preceded by numerous study opportunities and handouts with answers on them.  The assessment will be given during the last three weeks of classes.  Parents with questions or concerns should contact the youth minister.  

13.  Candidates are required to watch one of the movies listed below, preferably with parents and sponsor, then turn in a typewritten, five paragraph, double spaced essay remarking on your insights into the movie and it's theme of Justice and Service.  Essays are due on Sun. December 11th, 2011 at class. 

The Movies Are:

A.  The Soloist
B.  Romero

C.  El Norte

D. Schindler's List

E. The Hurricane

F. Dead Man Walking

G. The Mission

H. Pay It Forward

I. Cinderella Man

J. Hotel Rwanda

K. We Are Marshall

L. The Help


Questions to consider when writing your paper are:



1.  What is the message you received from the movie and how does this



message impact you personally?  This should be your introductory 



paragraph in your paper.



2.  Spend the next three paragraph's convincing who ever would read the 



paper on the message you received and what it means to you.



3.  For the closing paragraph, summarize your paper, the message you felt 

the movie was trying to get across, and as a Catholic Christian what you have been personally challenged to as a result watching this movie.

